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Sir Thomas Eliot b 


knight to the reader. 


y mine opinion) is to eg 7 
BE] pared in toũſaile and ſhozt 

— ſentence with any booke, 
— ſcripture excepted, J haue tranflas 
ted ont ofgreeke not pzeſumpng to ton 
tende with theim, whiche haue doone 
the ſam? in latine: but to thintent one⸗ 
ly that J wolde aſſate, if our Engliſſhe 


tunge mought receine the quicke and 


pꝛopze ſentences pzonounced by the 
greekes. And in this experiente J haue 
kounde (if J be not muche deceiued) 


that the fozme of ſpeakyng, vſed ol the 


latine, Phraßs, muthe nere appꝛocheth 
to that, whiche at this daie we vſe: than 
the oꝛder of the latine tunge: Imtane 
in the ſententes, and not in the woꝛdes: 


whiche I doubte not ſhall be affirmed . 


A tt by 


Greekes, called in greeke, and allo in 
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To the reder. 
by them, who ſufficiently inffructed in 
all the ſaide thꝛer tunges, ſhall with a 

good iudgement read this woꝛke. And 
where J haue put at the beginnyng this 
woꝛdẽ, veſſell, plate, oꝛ foz that which is 
in grecke, bꝛalle oꝛ golde w2ought, it is 
perteiued ofeuery wiſe man, foꝛ what 
intent J did it. Finally the c<tefe taule 
of this my litle exerciſe was: to the in⸗ 
tent that thei, which do not vnderifande 
grecke noꝛ latine, ſhoulde not lacke the 
commoditee and pleaſure,whiche mate 
be taken in readyng therof. wherfoze if 
I ſhall percetue you to take this myne 
enterp2ilc thankefully, J ſhall that litle 
poꝛtion of life, whiche remameth (God 
ſendyng me quietneſſe of minde) be - 
ſtowe in pꝛeparing ſoꝛ pou luch bookes, 
in the readyng wherok, pe ſhall finde 
bothe honeſt paſſe tyme and alſo pꝛoũ⸗ 
fable counſaile and lernyng. | 
Fare pe well, 
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« The 0:acton of Jlocrates ts 3 
Mitotles the kynge. 


cles, to bzinge to you, 
; > that be kynges, garmen⸗ 
tes, veſſe il, oꝛ plate, oꝛ o⸗ 
—.. ther lpke iewelles, wher 
of thet he net nedie, and pe be riche, and 
haue plentie: thei plainely ſeme vnto 
me, not to pꝛeſent pou, but to make o⸗ 
pen market, ſellyng thoſe thinges much 
moꝛe craftily , than ther that confeſle 
them ſelfe to retaile . Foz my parte J 
ſappoſe that to bee the beſfe gefte and 
moſte pzofitable, alſo moſt tonuenient 
as well foꝛ me to gt ue, as foz the to re⸗ 
teine, if J mought pzeſcribe bnto the, 
by what ffudies deſiryng, and from 
what wozkes abſfeinyng , thou maiſt 


belt oꝛder thy roialme and citee . Foz to 


pꝛiuate perſons be ſufficient Inſtructi⸗ 
ons, ſpecially that thei line not delicate- 


ly, but daicly do labour foz thinges con 
| A lit ter ⸗ 
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|" SOCRATESE-TO | 
ternyng their liuyng. And mozeoner 
thet haue lawes, wherby thei are gouer 
ned: Thei haue alſo libertee of ſpeche, 
wherwith it is lefull fo2 freendes to 
blame eche other, and enemies to re⸗ 
zoche eche other of their offences. 
Therto diuers ancient poetes haue left 
ſondꝛie woꝛkes, inſtruttyng men howe 
to liue well, ſo that by all thoſe meanes 
it ſeemeth, that diuers men haue amen⸗ 
ded their liupng, 
¶ But to great pꝛintes no ſuche thyng 
hapne th, ſoꝛ thei, who of all other ought 
to be beſt taught oz inſtructed, after thef 
be ones ſtabliſhed in their authozitee: 
thei ſtyll perſeuere moſt ignoꝛant and 
without lernyng. Foz as muche as mas 
ny men dare not appꝛoche them, and 
thei that kepe theim companie ſpeake 
alwaie to pleaſe them. 


C Moꝛeouer, beyng made loꝛdes of 
muche ſubſkance and great authozitee, 
and not vipng well ſuche occſions as 


= 


NICOCLES;, © 7 
happen, thei haue cauſed many | to 
doubte, whiche life is beſt to be choſen, 


either of them that line pꝛiuately and 


meanely, oꝛ of them that be in pꝛintelp 
dignitee. foz whan they beholde their 
honour , richeſſe, and authozitee, thei 
ſuppoſe, that all pꝛintes be equall to 
gods, but whan thei conſider the feare 
and perils, and reuoluyng in their re- 
membꝛantes dooe finde ſome ſlaine by 
them, that leſfe ought to haue doone if, 
other doyng ſome diſpleaſure to their 
moſt familiar companions, to diners 
hapneth bothe the one and the other: 
than tontrarie wile thet thinke it better 
and moꝛe tommodious, to line in any o⸗ 
ther maner, how ſo euer it be, than in 
ſo many dangers, to be kynge ok all A⸗ 
fie. The cauſe ofthis diſoꝛder and trou⸗ 
ble, is foz as muche as thet reputga a 
kyngedome as mete fo2 euery man to 
haue, as any other meane office, where 
of al chinger perteining to man, a king⸗ 
A un dome 
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Hol! TSOCRATES TO 
dome is the greatteſt, and requireth 


moſt pꝛouidente, touchyng euery atte, 
wherbya man mate beſte gouerne at⸗ 


toꝛdyng to the maners of people, and to 


obſerue ſuche thinges as be good, and 
erchue thoſe that be noifull ; it is expe⸗ 
dient to take counſaile , and examine 
ſuthe artes as be in daily experience. 


Generally,all ſtudies, whiche ought to 


be obſerued moſt diligently, and wher⸗ 
in a man onght to be exertiſed, J wyll 
aſlaie to declare ; but whether this my 


gifte ones finiſhed, ſhall acco2de to the 


purpoſe that J goe about: it is harde to 


now at the beginnyng. foz many thin⸗ 


ges, whiche haue bene written as well 
in verle as in pꝛoſe, as longe as thet 


were in the myndes ofthe wꝛitars, men 
had al them great expectation: but al⸗ 


tex thei were ones finiſhed e openly pu⸗ 
bliſhed, men had ol them opinion much 
taſſe than thei hoped. Howe be it this 
myne den is to be commended, 

| wher⸗ 
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Nfcoerl zs. 5 
wherin J ſeke koꝛ that, whiche: other: 
men haue tommitted, and do pꝛeſtribe 
rules to them chat be gouernours. = 
¶ ſfoꝛ they that teachepzinate perſons, 1-8 

do p2ofite them whom thei teache one⸗ 
ly: But il any man inſtructeth in vertu 
them that haue rule ouer the multitude, 
he therby p:ofiteth the one and the other 
as well them that be in auctoꝛitee, as 
thoſe that be vnder their gouernante, | 
foꝛ as muche as to the firite he maketh 43 
their aucthozitee the moꝛe ſfable and 3 
ſure, and to the other he canſeth the rule | 1 
oꝛ goucrnance to be the moꝛe eaſier. 
¶ Firſt cherfoꝛe it muſte be tonſidered, 
what is the ofice of them that dooe go⸗ 
nerne,fo2 ił we oꝛder well the head, and 
that which is the pꝛintipall of the whole 
matter, hauyng our reſpeete thervnto, 
the better ſhall we treate of the refidne, 
J ſuppoſe all men wyll graunt, that 
tmtperteineth to pzinces, their tountreit 
by any adueſitee, bepng troubled, to ſee. 
ar it in 


- * 
— oO — 
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that it behoueth them, that are and chal 


| | 1S$OCRATES ro 
tt inquietneſſe : And il it be welthfe, ſo 
to pꝛeſerue it. And to make alſo great 


ok that, that is litle, ſens therfoze all o⸗ 
ther thynges, whiche daiely happen, 
ought to bee doone and experienccd , 
and verily it is apparant to all men, 


be of power to do the pꝛemilles, and al- 
ſo thoſe, whiche ſhall therof conſult, not 
to be ignoꝛant: but to conſider how thef 
mate vſe them moze pꝛudently than os 
ther in their miniſtration. 

Foz it is very tertaine that ſuche ſhall 
pꝛintes haue their rotalmes and gouer- 
nance , as thei them ſelfes haue pꝛepa⸗ 
red their owne mindes and opinions. 
And therkoꝛe no wzaſteler oz champion 


ought ſo muche to trauaile his bodie in 
e xertiſe, as kynges ought their mindes 
in ſtudie: foz all the prices that euer 


were geuen in commune games 02 
Juſtes, are in no parte to be compared 
to that pꝛite, wherloze pe that be kin⸗ 
Ti ges 


—— 
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' NICOCLES, | 6 
ges, daiely do labour: whiche thynges 
tonſidered, it is expedient to take good 
hede, that as muche as thou ercelleſt o⸗ 
ther men in honour, ſo much moze thou 
maieſt ercede them in vertues. And 
thinke not care and diligece in al other 
thinges p2ofitable , and in makpng vs 
better to be of none impoztance: He 
tondemne not mans inkeltritee, that 
concernyng beaſtes we haue kounde 


traktes to make them tame, and to be 


of moꝛe value, and litle do auaunte our 
ſelfes to the atteinyng of vertue. but 
rather as lernyng and induſtrie mate 
be in anp thynge beneficiall vnto our 
ſoules, ſo oꝛder thy witte and opinion. 
Be alſo moſt familiar with them, whi⸗ 


the bepng about the, be wilſeſf : and get 


other ſuche as thou maieſt come by 

moſte like vnto them. 

Thinke not that it ſhall become thee, 

to lacke the knowlage of any famous 

poetes and other great learned men: 
| | but 
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but be thou of the one the herer, of the 
other the diſciple oꝛ ſcholer. 
C Pꝛepare thy ſelfe ſo, chat in vertue 
thou maieſt be iudge of them, whiche 
therin be thine inter iours, and a conten⸗ 
dar with them that be thy ſuperiours, 
by ſuche maner of exertiſe thou ſhalte 
ſoone atteine to be ſuche one, as we de⸗ 
termined that he ought to be, that ru⸗ 
leth a right, and gouerneth well his 
tountreie oꝛ citee. 
¶ Thou ſhalt be counſailed beſt by thy 
ſelfe, in thinkyng it intonuenient, that 
the better be ruled bp the wozſe, oꝛ that 
fooles befoze wiſe men ſhulde be pꝛe⸗ 
ferred . 
The moze vehemently thou abhoꝛ⸗ 
reit other mens madneſſe oz folte, the 
better ſhalte thou pꝛactiſe thy wit: foꝛ 

therat muſt thei begyn, that purpoſe to 
do any of thoſe thynges, whiche be ton⸗ 
uenient and neceſſarie, And therwith 
loue well their people and conntraie, 

fo; 


NICOCLES, — 


fo: no man ſhall rule well either, hoꝛſe 


oꝛ houndes, noꝛ men, oꝛ any thyng els, 
ik he delite not and take pleaſure in 
thoſe thynges, whiche be vnder his go⸗ 
uer nance. : 
C Take care of the multitude, and e- 
ffeme aboue all thynges, to rule gract- 
ouſely oner them, whom thou gouer⸗ 
neſt, remembzing that as well where 
fewe perſons gouerneth, as alſo in o⸗ 
ther commune weales, thei longeſt doe 
tontinue, that fo: the multitude do take 
moſt care and ſkudie, 

¶ Thou ſhalte truly rule well thy peo- 
ple, if thou neither doeff ſuffre any man 
to do wꝛonge, noꝛ deſpiſeſt any that ſufs 
ffreth wꝛonge. And takeſt good hede, 
that good men be rewarded with ho⸗ 


nour and auttoꝛitee, and that other by , 


any iniurie be not indamaged. Theſe 
be the pꝛintiples and chiefe introducti⸗ 
on in to the right and tommendable go⸗ 


yernance of a publine weale, 


C Ke- 


Hurtefull 
tradicions 
to be auoi 
ded. 
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CRepell oz change ſuche lawes and 9 


dinances as be not well conftitute, ſpe⸗ 
tially be thou the auttour of thoſe that 


be good, oꝛ at the leaſt the folower of 


What the 
lawes 
Guide be, 


them that were well made by other , 


¶ Sekt fo ſuche lawes, that on al par⸗ 
tes be good, and doe pꝛokite to all vni⸗ 


uerſally, and in them ſelkes be of one 


Accozde and conſent; moꝛeouer, thoſe 
that amonge the people make feweff 


contencions. And ſuche contronerſies 


as be, determine them ſhoꝛtelp. Al theſe 
thynges ought to be in lawes, that be 


well and ſubſtanctally oꝛdeined. 
C Y2omde foꝛ thy people ſuche occupa- 


tion, as wherby may growe great ad- 
vantage and lucre, and that tontencion 
and ſnte, maſe binge to them detri⸗ 
mente, tothe intent that they maie el⸗ 


chne the tone, to the other thei maie be 


well diſpoſed and redy. 


¶ In controuerſies geue alwaies ſuch 
» lentence as is not repugnant, and pꝛo⸗ 


nonte 


— — 


NICOCLES, 
once thy iudgementes without fauour 
to any man, and without diſcoꝛdante, 
ſo that thei be ener all one and like in 
ſemblable cauſes. 


Ct becometh and is alſoerpedient to 


pꝛintes in matter ot iuſtite, to haue the 
minde immoueable, like to the lawes 
that be well pꝛouided. 

( Oꝛder thy Litee oz countreie , wke 
thy houſe lefte by thy father, in ſtuffe 
gaie and rotally decked, in occupation 
buſie and diligent , that thou maieſf 
hane bothe honour and abundance of 
richele . 

¶ Al be it declare thy magnificence not 
in ſuch ſumptuous expentes, that ſhozt- 


ly doo vaniſhe, but onely in the thynges 


befo2e erp:eſſed : that is to ſate , in the 
adournyng oꝛ garniſhyng of thy poſſe[- 
ſions, and in beneficence and liberali⸗ 
tee towarde thy friendes, foꝛ that, whi⸗ 
che is ſo emploied, ſhal remaine with 


the fpll, and thou ſhalt leaue to thy 
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1SOCRATES TO 


chlldꝛen moze commoditee therbp, than 
thei ſhoulde haue of ſuperũuous ex⸗ 


pentes. 


C In the honour due bnto god obſerne 
diligently that whiche is lefte vnto thee 


by thy p2ogenitours , and ſuppoſe vert- 


iy; that ſacrifice to be moſte acceptable 
and ſernice molt thankful to god, if thou 


endeuour thy ſelfe to extell all other 


| men in vertue and tuſfice . Foz vn⸗ 


2 pinees 
- Cure garde 


= 


doubtedly therby ſhalt thou opteine 


moꝛe reaſonable peticions, than if thou 
dydſt geue vnto hym great treaſure oz 


offrynges . * 
CRUewarde thy familiar connſaflours 
with pꝛintipall dignitees, and to them 
whom thou knowelt beneuolent and 
truſtie, geue perpetuall and fable pꝛo⸗ 
motions. 
¶ Thinke that the beffe and moſt ſure 
garde of thy perſon be frendes vertu⸗ 
ous and honeſt, loupngand beneuolent 
rw and thine owne wyll ffable 
and 


NICOCLEY, 
and tfrmmſpecte : foz by thoſe Sviiged 
authoꝛitee is opteined and lengeſt pꝛe⸗ 
ſerued. 

CHane good awaite on the houſehol 
des, and expentes of thy ſubiectes,thin- 
_ kyng that thei diſpendyng vnpofita- 
bly , dooe conſume thyne owne pꝛopꝛe 
treaſure, and that whiche thei get by 
their good huſbandꝛie augmenteth thy 
ſubſtante and honour : Conſideryng 
chat all the goodes of them that br ſub⸗ 
iettes, be at the tommaundement of 
the p2ince that ruleth well and honou⸗ 
 rablp, . 

¶ Let men perteiue the to haue alwate 


woꝛdes, thei mai ſooner geue credence 
than to other mens othes. 

¶ Make thy countreie ſafe and ſure a- 
bidyng to all them that be ſtrangers, 
and in their contractes iuſte and indit⸗ 
kerent. 

CDf ſuche as dooe repaire vnto thee, 
25 let 


truthe in ſuche renerence, that to thy 


FX p:fnees 
right ouer 
his Cubs 
lectes, 
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ſyng offences vnder their merites, 


ISOCRATES TOO 
ſet moꝛe by them, that foꝛ ſome merite 


doe looke to haue ſome thynge of thee, 


than of thoſe that do bꝛynge pzelentes 
to thee, foz honoꝛyng men foꝛ their mes 
rites thou ſhalte muche moꝛe be of o⸗ 
ther commended, | 

¶ Take awate feare fro thy ſabiectes, 
and be not terrible to them that haue 
not offended , but like as thou wouldeſf 
haue them diſpoſed towarde the, lo be 
chou towarde them. 

¶ Dooe thou nothyng in furie, ſens o⸗ 
ther men knowe what time and occaſi⸗ 
on is meeteſt foz the. 

¶ Be thou ſene to haue ſuche wiſedome 
and grauitee, that nothyng that is done 
tan be hid from thee, not withſfanding 
be thou eaſie and mercifull, in puniſ⸗ 


¶ Shewe thy ſelfe pꝛintely, not in ſfur⸗ 
dineſle, oꝛ puniſſhyng cruelly, but in 
ſurmountyng all other in wiſedome, 
* thei mate ſuppoſe that thou tant 

_ comnſaile 


| NICOCLES, {' 10 
tounſaile them better foz their weale 
than thet can them ſelfes. 
Be allo warlike and valiant in fea⸗ 
tes of armes and pꝛouiſion foꝛ warres, 
but pet notwithſtandyng imbꝛate then 
peace, and do nothyng iniuffly, 
CDeale thou with inferioz countreies 
in all entertourſes and mutuall cons 
tractes, accozdyng as thon woldeſt that 
thei that be to thy countrete ſuperiours, 
ſhulde do vnto the. 
¶ Striue not foꝛ euery thyng, but foz 
that onely. whiche, if thou opteinel 
mate be to thy pꝛokite. 
¶ lame not them that be vanquiſhed 
to their tommoditee, but accompte thẽ 
to be fooles that do vanquiſhe other to 
their owne detriment, 
¶ Suppoſe not them to be men of great 
wiſedome, that doe take greatter thin⸗ 
ges in hande than thei can oꝛdꝛe: but 
thoſe , whiche in meane thynges dooe 
bzinge well to paſſe that that thei pur - 
1D tt poled, 
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poſed. | 
C Folowe not them that dooe optetne 
greatteſt auttoꝛitee, but them that beit 
ple thinges that be pꝛeſent. 
( Finallp do not thinke thy ſelfe hap⸗ 
pie, if thou ruleſt ouer all men terribly 
and in great danger, but if beyng ſuche 
as thou oughteſt to be, and doyng as 
the time pꝛeſent requireth, thou deſireſt 
moderate thynges, and therot thou lat 
keſt nothyng, than arte thou happy. 
¶ Get thee frendes, not all them that 
dove ſeke frendſhip of the: but ſuche as 
be molt agreable vnto thpnature, nei⸗ 
ther thoſe, with whom thou ſhalte line 
pleſantly, but with whom thou maieſt 
gouerne thy countrey moſt ſurely. 
C| Make diligent eſpiall and p:oufe 
ofthymoſt familiar ſernantes, remem- 
bꝛyng that ſuche as be net with the (8 
conuerſant, doe ſuppoſe that thou arte 
ke in conditions to them, whom thou 
bleſt familiarly. 
Mav 


NICOCLES; 
A Matters , wherwith thou thy rlfe 
wilte not medel, committe to ſuche per⸗ 
ſons, as what ſo ener thei do, the blame 
Hall be imputed chiefely vnto the. 
A Thinke not them to be lolal oz faiths 
full, that doe pꝛeiſe all thyng that thou 
doaſt, but them that do blame the thing, 
wherin thou erreſt. 
¶ Geue to wiſe men libertee to ſpeake 
to thee freely: that in thynges, wherof 
thou doubteſt, thou maieſt haue them, 
with whom thou maieſt trie out the 
certaintee. 
CDiſcerne crafty ſlatterers, from the 
that dooe ſerue the with true herte and 
benenolence , leſt the cnill men receine 
moꝛe pꝛofite by thee, than thei that be 
honeſt and vertuous. 
CHDHere diligently what men ſpeke mw 
tually one of an other, and aſſaie to 
know as well what maner of perſons 
* thoſe be that haue ſpoken, as alſo thei, 
of whom thei repozted, % 
2 tit Accoz- 


Leaftls 


flatterers, | 


ho — CAcco2dyngly as thou cozrecteſf offen- 
eue vers, ſemblably, and with the ſame pu⸗ 


ISOCRATES TO 


niſhment cozrecte falſe detractours and 
aͤtctuſers ofinnocentes , 
C Daue no laſte dominion oz rule ouer 
thy ſelte, than oner other. N | 
\ Cl Thinke it moſfe incident unte a 
: Kynge and moſt rotall, neuer to be ſub⸗ 
iette to pleaſant affections, but to rule 
moꝛe ouer thyne appetites than ouer 
thy people and ſubiectes. 
' CaAdmitte no recreation without good 
Aduiſement, but delite in ſuche exerciſe, 
wherby thou maiſt receiue ſome tom⸗ 
moditee, and that other maie perteiue, 
that thou arte therby the better. 
' CGlozynot in ſuche thinges, which are 
poſlible tobe done by them that be vn⸗ 
thꝛittes, but reioite in vertue, wher in 
teuill men can not participate with thee. 
. CSuppoſe not honour to be that, which 
is publiſhed abꝛode with feare, but ves 
rie honour to be, where men by chem 
lelkes 
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ſelfes wonder moꝛe at thy wiſedome 


than at thy foꝛtune. 

¶ It it chance the to take any pleaſure 
in any thynge that is not honeſt oꝛ ver⸗ 
tuouſe, do it verie ſecretly, but goyng a⸗ 
bout thinges of gret weight and impoꝛ⸗ 
tice, ſhew thy ſelle abꝛode vnto al men. 
CRequire not that all other men ſhuld 
line in good oꝛder, and pꝛintes to be in 
their linpng remille and negligent, but 
o2d2e thy temperance in liuyng, to be 
an example to other, conſideryng that 
the maners of all the whole citee oꝛ con- 
trale, do inlue and reſemble their pꝛin⸗ 
ces condicions, 

¶ It ſhall be to the a token, that thor 


them that be vnder thy gouernance to 


haſte well gouerned, if thou perteiue 


be by thy diligence welthie and moꝛe 


temperate in liuyng. 
C Set moze by leauyng to thy chil⸗ 


dꝛen honeſt fame oꝛ renoume, than gret * 
polleſſions oz richeſſe. foz theſe be tran⸗ 
dd uli ſitozie, 


Do 
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ſptozie, the other immoztall . Alſo goo⸗ 
des maie be gotten by fame, but good 
fame tan be bought with no money. 
Alſo goodes happen to men that be of 
euill diſpoſicion , but ſo doth not good 
eſfimacton , but cometh onelp to them 
that endeuour them lelfe with vertue to 
gette it. 
¶ Be delicate in thine apparaile and 
garmentes that ſerue foꝛ thy bodie, in 
all other partes of thy liuyng be contt- 
nent as it beſemeth all p2inces of ho⸗ 
nour, to the intent chat thei that be⸗ 
holde the, foꝛ thine honoꝛable pzeſence 
mai deme the woꝛthy to be a gouernour 
and thy familiars and ſeruauntes foz 
thy noble tourage may haue of the a 
Ipke good opinion. | 
CLonſider diligently both thyne owne 
Wooꝛdes and thy dedes, to the intent 
thou maiſt fall in very fewe errours. 
¶ Dk all thynges it is beſte to happen 


on the right pointe of all thynges that 
are 
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are to be doone, but foz as muthe as 
that is verpharde to be knowen, better 
is to lene ſomewhat, than to ercede , 
Fo2 that, wherin ſomewhat doth lacke 
is nerer to temperance,than that whers 
in is to muche abundance. 

¶ Endęuour the to be bothe courtaiſe 
and of a reuerende grauitee:foꝛ the one 
beſemeth a pꝛinte, the other is expedient 
and moꝛe agreable to euery company : 
all be it to vſe both, it is of all other thin 


fynde fo: the moze parte them that vſe 
a renerent grauitee to be vnpleaſaunt, 
them that be courtopſe, to be of baſe 
courage and ſimple , Therfoze the one 
and the other is to be vſed, but than ex⸗ 
chue that thyng, whiche in any ofthem 
is vll oꝛ ſemeth intonuenient. 

¶ It thou woldeſt perfectly know that, 
which belongeth to kynges to perteiue, 
geue the to experience and ſtudie ok phi⸗ 
loſophp, foz philoſophy ſhall declare vi 
| B v to 


ges the moſte difficile. foꝛ thou ſhalte 


Lourfeſp 
xt grauitee. 


chy ſelke and thy countrey in ſurette. - 
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to thee the meanes oꝛ waies howe to 
bꝛinge to paſſe thine affaires: experi⸗ 
ence in ſemblable buſineſſe ſhall make 
the able to doo oꝛ ſuſfeine them. 

¶ Beholde diligently, that whiche as 
well pꝛintes as pꝛiuate perſons do dai⸗ 
ly, and what of their actes doth ſuccede 
in concluſion. 

C Surely if thou remembze well thin- 
ges that are paſſed, thou ſhalt the better 
conſulte of thynges compng. 
CThinke where pꝛiuate perſons haue 
died with good will, to the intent that 


alter their death thei mought be tom⸗ 


mended, that it were great ſhame to 
pꝛintes, not to trauaile in ſuche ſtudie 02 
buſineſſe , wherby in their lines thef 
mate be wozthily pꝛaiſed. 


¶ Deſpꝛe to leaue whan thou dieff, ra⸗ 
ther monumentes oꝛ images ok thy ver 


tues than of chy perſonage. 
¶ Endeuoꝛ the ſpecially to kepe alwaf 


It 
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CJ necefſitee tonſtreigne thee to ieo⸗ 
parde thy perſon,thole ratherto die with 
honour, than to line in repꝛoche. 
In all thyne actes remembz2e that 
chou arte a pꝛinte: and therfoze do nos 
thynge vnwoꝛthie to ſo high a dignitee. 
¶ Set not ſo litle by thy nature, that 
thou ſuffre thy ſelle all wholly to periſh, 
but iy as muche as thy bodie is moꝛtal, 
and thy ſoule immoꝛtall, allaie to leue 
to thy ſoule an immoꝛtall rem?b:ance. 
due thee to ſpeake ot honeſt affaires 
and ſtudies, that by ſuche tuſtome thou 
maieſt thinke on like thynges as thou 
ſpekeſt of, | 
_ CThynges that in counſailyng ſeme to 
be beſte, thoſe execute thou in thy pꝛo⸗ 
per actes, 
gat whoſe good renowme thon haſk 
moſt enuie, his dedes do thou folow , 
¶¶ Looke what thou counſaileſt thy chil 
dꝛen o2 ſeruantes to doe, thinke it con 
nenient that thy ſelfe do the ſame , 

Either 
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C Either vſe that whiche J haue adut⸗ 
ſed the to do, 02 enquyze foz better than 
that is. 
Suppoſe not them to be wiſe men, 
that ſharpely tan talke ot ſmall thinges 
and trikles, but thoſe that tan ſubſtan⸗ 
cially reaſon in matters of weighty 
impoꝛtance. 
CNo: thinke not them wile, that pꝛo⸗ 
mille to other men welthe and good foz- 
tune, thei them ſelfe beyng in great ne⸗ 
ceſſitee, but rather thoſe that ſpeakyng 
of them ſelfes moderately, can with o⸗ 
ther men and in their affaires vſe them 
ſelfe well and dfſcretely and beyng not 
| troubled with any change of their li⸗ 
uing, knowe howe to beare honeſflp 
and temperatelp as well aduerlſitee as 
] alſo pꝛoſperitee. 
| CAnd meruaile thou not, that J haue 
now reherſed many thynges that thou 
kneweſt befoꝛe, noꝛ that foꝛgatte J not, 


but: knewe well enough, that beyng 
lucht 


ſuche a multitude as well of pꝛintes as 
ol pꝛiuate perſons, ſome of them haue 
ſpoken the ſame that J did, and many 
haue hearde it, and diuers haue ſeen o⸗ 
ther men done it, and ſome there be that 
by them ſelfes haue experienced it. Not 
withſtanding in mater tonternyng In⸗ 
ſtruttion, noueltie is not to be ſought 
foꝛ, foꝛ therin ought not to be founden 
either ſinguler opinion, oꝛ thynge im⸗ 
pollible, oz tontrarie to mens coniet⸗ 
ture: but ſuppoſe that to be in heryng 
moſte gracious oꝛ pleaſant, whiche bes 
png ſowen in the mindes ok other, mate 
alſemble moſfe matter to the purpoſe, 
and the ſame declare beſfe and moſfe 
aptely. Foꝛ this knowe J well, that 
the counſailes and wiſe ſentences of po- 
etes and other good anthours , are 
thought of all men to be very pꝛolita⸗ 
ble: pet will not thei very gladlp geue 
eare vnto them, but be therwith in the 
lame caſe, as thei be with thoſe that doe 

geue 
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genethem good tounſaile, foꝛ thef pꝛaiſe 
them all, but thei care not howe ſel” 
dome thei come in their tompani, deſt/ 


ryng to be rather with offendours,than 
with them that of ſinne be the rebu - 
kars . Example we maie take ofthe pos 
emes oꝛ wozkes of Zieſfodus , Theog⸗ 
nes, and photillides. Fo2 every man 
affirmeth the co be excellent counſailes 
tonternyng mans lyfe, but all though 
thei ſaie ſo, pet had thet leuer vie that, 
wherto their owne madneſſe induceth 
them,than folow that wherto the others 
pꝛeteptes doeth aduiſe them. Moꝛeo⸗ 
uer if one ſhulde gader out of the ſaide 
authours that whiche men call center 
tes, wherin thei perchancehane benffiy 
diouſe: in ſemblable wiſe toward them 
ſhuld thei be diſpoſed,foz thei ſhuld with 
moꝛe pleaſure here a lipng fable oꝛ a fas 
tafie, than the ſaide p2eceptes made by 
much connyng and diligente. But what 
nedeth it to tarie longe vpon enery ma⸗ 

ter? 
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ter: Generally if we will conſider the 
natures of men, we ſhall perceine, that 
manp of them delite neither in meates 
that bene molt holſome, noꝛ in ſtudies 
that ben moſt honeſt, noz in dedes that 
be moſte conuentent : noꝛ pet in doc ⸗ 
trine that is moſt tommodious, but im⸗ 
bꝛacing pleſant appetites, which be re⸗ 
pugnant to pꝛoſite, wolde ſeme to be 
painfull and laboziouſe, although thet 
doo nothyng expedient, oz neceſſarie. 
Howe maie any man content any ſuche 
perſons, either by pꝛechyng oꝛ teaching 
dz tellyng of any thynge that is p2ofitas 
ble: that foꝛ the woꝛdes that be ſpoken, 
do enuie and haue indignacion at them 
that ſpeake truly, and doe take them foꝛ 
plaine men oꝛ ſſimple, in whom lacketh 
- wiſedome 2 ſo muche they abhoꝛre 
trouthe in all thynges, that thei knowe 
not what is theirs oꝛ do belonge to their 
ofice , bat conſultyng oꝛ reaſonyng of 
that whiche dothe perteine vnto them, 
thei 
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theft be ſadde and vnpleaſant, whan 
thei talke ot other mens affaires thei be 
merie and iopouſe. Mozeoner thei had 
leaner ſuffer ſome greke in their bodies, 
than in reuoluyng what ſhuld be moſte 
neceſſarie, trauaile any thynge in their 
mindes. And ik a man take good hede 
he ſhall fynde in theyꝛ mutuall aſlems 
bles and companies, that either thei re⸗ 
pꝛoue other men, oꝛ els that thei of o⸗ 
ther be in = thynge rep2oued , And 
whan thei be by themſelkes, chei be euer 
wiſſhing and neuer tonſultyng. J haue 
not ſpoken this againe all men but ons 
ly againe them that be giltie in that, 
whiche J haue reherſed . Finally this 
is apparant and certaine, who ſo euer 
- wyll make oz waite any thynge plea- 
ſant and thankkull to the multitude, he 
mate not ſeke fo: wooꝛdes o2 matters 
moll pꝛokitable, but fo2 them that cons 
teine moſt fables and leaſpnges. Foz 


in bearyng ſuche thynges thei reiopte: 
but 
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brit whan thef perteine to be labours 
and contencions in their affatres , than 
be they penſife. voherfoꝛe Homere and 
they that founde firſfe tragedies, mat 
bee well meruailed at, who in their 
woꝛkes vſed bothe the ſaide fourmes in 
w2itynge, foꝛ Homere expꝛeſled in his 
wozkes the contencions and batailes 
of them, whiche foꝛ their vertues, wert 
named halfe goddes, the other bzought 
thoſe fables into actuall apparaunte. 
In ſo muche as we not onely mate here 
them, but alſo mate pzeſently beholde 
them, by ſuche example is it declared to 
them that bee ſtudiouſe to pleafe their 
herers,that thei muſt abſfaine from ex⸗ 
hoꝛtyng and tounſailyng them, and that 
thei apply them to wꝛite and ſpeake 


titnde to haue moſte delectacton , 
This befo2e wꝛitten haue J declared, 
thinkyng that it beſemeth not the that 
art not one of the people, to be oflyke 
| 1 opinion 


that onely,wherin thei perteiue the mnl 
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opinion with the multitude, oz to indge 
thynges to be honeſt, oꝛ men to be ple- 
ſant, acco2ding to thy ſenſuall appetite, 
but to trie and eſteme them by their 
good and p2ofitable actes. 
Mozeouer foꝛ as muche as they that la⸗ 
bour in the ſtudie of Pptloſophp , con- 
ternyng the exerciſe of the myndes, be 
of ſond2te opinions, ſome ſaiyng that 
men become wiler by muche diſputyng 
and reaſonyng, other affirme that it 
hapneth by exertiſe in politpke gouer⸗ 
nance, oꝛ ciuill canſes, diners ſuppoſe 
it to come of other doctrines : but final 


lp thet all doe tonteſſe, that he whiche is 


well bꝛought vp, map by euerp of the 
ſaide ſtudies gather mater ſufficient to 
geue good tounſaile. 
Therkoꝛe he that wyll leaue the donbt- 
full opinions, and wpll applie to that 
whiche is certaine, he muſte examine 
the reaſons therok, and ſpecially they 
that be counſailours ought to haue cons 
ſides 
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ſideration of the occaſton , time and o⸗ 
po2tunitee, if thei can not bzinge that tg 
paſſe, than to reiette and put awaie as 
well them whiche ſpeke in all matters 
generallp, as alſo thoſe that perteiue 
nothyng that is expedient oz neceſſaric, 
fo: it is aparant, and certaine, that he 
whiche can not be to him elle p:ofita- 
ble, he ſhall in other mens buſineſſe do 
nothynge wilely. 

Make muche ofthem that be wile, and 
do perteiue moꝛe than other men, and 
haue good regarde towarde them: re⸗ 
membꝛyng that a good counſailour, is 
of all other treaſure the moſt roiall and 
p:ofitable, and thinke verily that they 
whiche can moſt aide and pzofite to thy 
witte oꝛ reaſon, ſhall make thy kynge⸗ 
dome moſte ample and honoꝛable. 
Wherkoꝛe foꝛ my parte as muche as 'Y 
can, J haue exhoꝛted the, and honoꝛed 
the with ſuthe pꝛeſentes as be in my po⸗ 
wer art * And deſpꝛe thou not, 
1 that 
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' fncline it: but the very laude of a good 


| bendyng * will, without whole ka ⸗ 
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that other men ſhulde bꝛinge vnto the 
(as J ſaide at the beginnyng, their ac- 
tuſtomed pꝛeſentes, which pe ſhuld bie 
muche derer ofthe giuers, than ofthe 
ſellers: but touaite thou ſuche pꝛeſen⸗ 
tes, whiche ik thou do vſe well and dili⸗ 
genly omittyng no tyme, thou not one⸗ 
ly ſhalt not conſume them, but thou 
ſhalte alſo encreaſe them, and make 
them ol moze eſtimacion and value. 

Finis. 


Addition to fill vp 


vacant pages. 


> 
The herte of the kynge is in 


e 


1 AS Ethe hande ol god, and whiche 
wal ſo euer he willeth he thal 


kynge 18, ik he againe incline his herte 
to god, the kynge ol all kynges, alwate 


uouraà⸗ 
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nonrable aide, mans indeuour tan no⸗ 
thynge dooe: and ſo frameth all his 
actes, as knowlageyng and myndyng, 
that what ſo ener he dooeth, he dooeth 
it befoze his eies, who is no leſſe iudge 
oner kynges then ouer common peo⸗ 
ple. Nothyng is truely pꝛoſperous, 
nothynge can be called welthy, that the 
authour of all felicitee wyll not vouche- 
ſafe to make foztunate. Moſt luckely, 
molke happily it is doone, what ſo euer 
is doone attoꝛdyngt to his wyll, who 
ſaieth: By me kynges do reigne, and 
the lawe makers decerne iuſte thinges: 
by me pꝛintes rule, and mighty men 
iudge iuſt thynges. This ſaide the e- 
ternall'wiſedome, whiche is the ſonne 
of God. what pzelcribeth Sapiente 
to kynges 2 Mercy (ſafeth ſhe) and 
Arouthe doe kepe the kynge;: and his 
Thꝛone is made ſtronge with clemen- 
tie. He ſheweth Mercie in ſuttouryng 
the opp:eſſed : Trouthe in iudgeyng 
| | L itt truely 
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ADDICTION, 
truely. Llementie in temperyng the 
ſeueritee ofthe lawes with lenitee, 

The ſpeciall dnetie , and whervnto 
kynges were wonte to bee ſwozne, 


whan thei beganne their reigne, was 


this, to helpe widowes, to ſuttour the fa⸗ 
therlelle, and to deliner and defende all 
that are oppꝛeſſed fro iniurie. Trouthe 


phuath two companions, Sapience and 


Lonſfance , Sapience geueth light vn⸗ 
to the eies: wherby is percetned, what 


is right, and what not, what is pꝛo⸗ 


fitable fo2 the weale publyke, and what 
is tontrarie to it. Lonſfancie cauſeth, 
that the mynde, ouertompng all cone - 
toule deſires, neither with ire, noꝛ with 
lone, noꝛ with hatred, is moned from 
honeſtie. CTlementie tempereth with 
lenitee necefſarie Seueritee. Llemen- 


tie is not foozthwith to goe in hande 
with warre , whan cauſe of warre is 
geuen, but to leaue no reaſonable 


meane vnaſated, to ſee whether the 
mattier 


Apero. I 
matter maie bee determined without 
warre. And otherwhile it is better to 
diſſemble the iniurie, than to reuenge 
tit by foꝛte of armes. It is Llemencie, 
il by no meanes it maie be eſchewed, 
ſo to make warre, that as littell hu⸗ 
maine bloudde be ſpilte as can be, and 
that the warres be ended as ſhoꝛtely as 
mate be. Foꝛ this wiſedome, that bꝛin⸗ 
geth all good thynges with it, Salo⸗ 
mon pꝛaied foꝛ, that ſhe ſhulde alwaie 
bee alliſtent to his Thzone , as a moſte 
faithfull and truſty tounſailour. 
Finis. 
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